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Chairman’s Report 
Matthew Holder 

 
I am still in a state of shock – it hasn’t rained for three hours now, and it is a lovely early autumnal 
evening.  Was it a worse summer (weather-wise) than last year?  Still, we had the Olympics to enjoy 
(and a copy-cat event in China which borrowed our idea), Wimbledon, and of course lots of 
National Trust volunteering. 

For those of you fortunate enough to attend the Northumbria weekend, this was a fantastic event.  
Huge thanks must go to Laura for all her efforts which made the weekend so successful.  The 
weather was pretty good too – even the sea mist or “fret” did clear for lengthy periods to leave us 
basking in sunshine.  So many other people worked hard to make the weekend a success – thanks 
go to Peter for acting as a translator – but even he had difficulty understanding the Northumbrian 
Group’s Steve’s Geordie accent at times! 

Northumbria is an unspoilt area of the UK which is rarely 
visited and it was great to immerse ourselves in the 
Region, working along the coastline in the main.  Some 
fool-hardy types even went for a bit of a swim!... 

…and what can beat having lunch break on the beach 
followed by a quick game of cricket? 

So how can we top that trip to Northumbria?  Well, the 
ever-popular bonfire weekend is already attracting a lot of 
interest, and there is plenty in the pipeline for next year, 
not forgetting the Manchester mega-plant which takes 
place imminently. 

I would like to thank all the committee and members for 
making this such a good year.  At the AGM, all the current 
committee were re-elected, but Gordon takes over from 
Jen to run the social side.  Thanks to Jen for her help over 
the last few years.  Remember, if you have any ideas, 
please let the committee know and we will try our best to 
incorporate them into the schedule. 

Members news now.  Best wishes to Liz who has moved into her new flat in Birmingham, and to 
John and Jill who are moving to a flat near the cathedral in Lichfield.  Helen’s knee is much better – 
but don’t tell Roger as Helen is enjoying having meals cooked for her!  It was also nice to see the 
Dalgleish clan at Moseley, where we happened to be treated to a choice of four different cakes – 
very nice. 

I hope you are all looking forward to the Autumn work programme – hedgelaying at Attingham, 
and a welcome return to Kinver all being well.  Keep up the good work. 
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It’s Your Newsletter 
Laura Harrison 

 
This is the place to share items of interest with other members.  It is what you make it… so if you 
have anything that you would like to be included in the next newsletter, please send to me at 
newsletter@wntcv.co.uk, or pass to any member of the committee. 

Submissions for the next newsletter are needed by 21 December 2008. 

I’d also just like to mention that, although I have been re-elected to carry on as newsletter editor 
for the coming year, I would be more than happy to step down at any point for someone fresh to 
come in and take over.  Therefore, if you have any interest at all, please don’t hesitate to come and 
have a chat with me about what it entails.  
 

 

Developments in the West 
Helen Payne 

 
 ADVANCED NOTICE OF:  Planning and Social Day for work at the Long 
 Mynd, Walcott Woods, and Wenlock Edge 

The day has been organised after discussions with Peter Carty, Area Warden.  The day is planned 
to consist of a visit to each site to view  them with all their spring flowers on show and plan the 
ongoing work for the group to do in 2009-2010. 

A picnic is planned for lunch. This day will give our group a unique chance to hear the long-term 
plans for these sites and how we fit into making them happen. 

We hope to include the exact date in the January newsletter  
 

 

Northumberland Coast 2009 
Laura Harrison 

 

Date for Diary:  Saturday 4 July to Wednesday 7 July 
Workdays planned on Sunday and Monday with a day to sightsee on the Tuesday.  There will be an 
option for people to stay on at the bunkhouse for the rest of the week and do more sightseeing or 
even an optional extra workday or two.  Total accommodation cost Sat-Tues inc £40 (+ £10/night 
for any additional night you wish to stay).  Food cost will be sorted out on the actual weekend. 
Limited spaces again, so reserve with a £10 deposit – see either myself or Ron. 
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Northumberland Coast 25-28 July 
Laura Harrison 

 
I’m writing this a week after my return, and I’m still suffering with severe withdrawal symptoms and wondering if 
Chuck would like to swap offices with me (I can promise a really nice view onto a train line!).  Everyone got on so 
well, and really got stuck into all the tasks:  ragwort pulling on the first day (but in a fantastic setting!), and then 
various tasks around the square in Low Newton village, trimming & tidying the square, painting all the white stones 
lining it, putting in a new commemorative bench, then some work on a path to the bird hides overlooking Newton 
Pool Bird Reserve, enabling disabled access.  Chuck was extremely pleased with our work and has said that there 
have been so many nice comments already about the square from visitors and residents.  Can’t wait for next year!   
LAURA 

   
Thank you Laura for organising a brilliant weekend.  We got to work by the beach!!  What could be better?  It’s 
such a beautiful area, I’m really glad we came here, and we should definitely come back next year!   JEN  PS. I 
would like to stay here forever! 
 

   
Of all the weekends that the Group have been on, this must be the best ever!  We had a great location (working 
sites and accommodation right next to the sea), varied work, ideal weather, a very good warden, a brilliant group 
and last, but of course, most important, organised by our top leader – Laura. 

Many memorable occasions such as Laura going for a paddle and ending up soaked, people saying ‘this ragwort 
pulling is not as bad as they say’, Laura’s reaction at thinking she was about to see a Full Monty(!), and that 
everyone in the Group got on so well.  Laura is going to organise another 
visit next year so get it into your diaries now.  RON 

Such a beautiful part of the country, well worth the journey.  Very 
friendly warden and varied tasks.  All in all a first class weekend.  
CHARLOTTE 

Worth the long journey, a very special place, unspoilt and atmospheric.  
Good variety of tasks and thanks to all those behind the scenes, 
especially Laura (don’t want to go home!).  GORDON 
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Highlights of Northumbria July 08: 
 Riding in a trailer cushioned by masses of gleaming yellow ragwort; 
 Going into a bare wooden hut and opening a window onto a magical misty bird encrusted lake view; 
 Staring into the black distance wondering how I would find my tent then being offered a torch by Mags! 

Wonderful, thanks everyone, especially Laura.    SHEILA 

     

Thanks everyone for making this such a wonderful working holiday.  Newton was a brilliant place to work.  Lunch 
breaks on the beach too!  Swimming in the sea.  Saturday night barbeque on the beach.  Great people.  Great 
weather.  See you next year!  MATTHEW 

All the ingredients for a brilliant weekend were there!!  Thank you so much to Laura for organising it.  Gorgeous 
weather, Northumbria coastline, a variety of work and good company.  I never want to see a ragwort plant again 
though!!  Thanks also to the Warden who was so welcoming and appreciative.  LISA 

       

The best weekend since I last went to Hilbre Island with the Merseyside group. Perhaps it's the sea that does it. 
I don't mind ragwort pulling - you can see the results, but a bit of light stone painting on Sunday was good too. 
Great company, an excellent BBQ on Saturday, and an ideal start to "Mags' Tour of the Country 2008" aka Entie's 
Road Trip.  MAGS 

Top marks to Laura for organising a grand weekend up North!  Cheers lass.  Also cheers to Chuck the warden – he’s 
cool!  The work was good, the weather was nice (whoever said ‘it’s grim up North?’)… for once.  Top meal out 
Sunday as well (shame that Ron had the last remaining fish… we’ll have to get him back for that some time!).  
“Champagne for my true friends, real pain for my sham friends” 
– cheers everyone, it’s been a pleasure.  Ha’way the lads (and 
lasses).  Fog on the beach is all mine, all mine…   PETE. 

'Pete's grandma' wrote to him saying: 
"It was nice to meet all your friends on the dig. I hope 
they enjoyed their visit to Northumberland" 

'Pete's mam and dad' texted to say: 
"We were welcomed as old friends to the group. Only  
the weather could have been better. A good reason to  
come again! 
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My Holiday Diary 
Col. Entie Vee 

 

Friday – Duddy and I stopped with our Mags, my tailor and our 
chauffeur, so we could get an early start, leaving Telford just 
after 6am. An uneventful drive up the M6, stopping first at 
Carnforth. The café certainly deserved it's recommendation, and 
soon, after a delicious cooked breakfast, we were on the road 
again heading north and then across country. 

The next break was for a walk up an uninspiring hill near Barnard 
Castle. Some think this is a mad pursuit, but there was a great 
sense of achievement at the top, while resting near the Trig 
Point, and it can't do any harm to get a bit of extra exercise every 
now and then (though the sunburn should have been avoided). 

Another couple of stops in quaint Yorkshire villages, a bit of a 
detour (after getting lost) and then back onto the main road up 
towards Beadnell in Northumberland. Very slow traffic gave ample time  to view the Angel of the 
North. 

A nice hostel, rather scary 3 tier bunks, but tired enough to sleep well until the morning. 

Saturday and Sunday – Lazy days while the workers 
got on with ragwort pulling on Saturday and a variety of tasks 
in and around Newton by the Sea on Sunday. My tailor was 
rather late in providing adequate casual wear, but the 
Newcastle United shirt was suitable for the Saturday evening 
BBQ on the beach. 

Monday – An early start, with an appointment at an 
Outfitters in Leith, just before lunchtime. As with the 
weekend, there was still a haar, which reduced visibility for 
much of the journey, Bamburgh Castle being little more than 
an outline. 

At the Outfitters, purchased a kilt (in a tartan similar to Royal 
Stewart) suitable attire for the holiday in Scotland. Changed 
before continuing North (physical violence having been 
threatened at my eventual destination, the home of 
Sunderland supporters, if I was still wearing black and white). 
You must humour your hosts. 

Although the mist had cleared in the city, we drove into it again on the middle of the Forth Road 
Bridge. It must have cleared again, because it was hot and sunny by the time we reached our 
coffee break at the House of Bruar, beyond Pitlochry. 
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Arrived at the final destination (a beautiful remote place with excellent views of the local castle) 
just after 7.30pm. 

Tuesday to Thursday – I gave the chauffeur a 
break, and the opportunity to visit a number of castles, 
tearooms and other tourist places. No distillery this 
time, but a nice shortbread factory with café. The 
weather was variable but there were a number of nice 
sunsets and no need for electric lighting even at 11pm. 

Friday – The beginning of the staggered journey 
south. Spent a few hours over lunchtime visiting the 
House of Dun (near Brechin). Nice gardens, and views 
that improved over the visit, as mist slowly cleared, 
revealing the Montrose Basin in the distance. 
Continued down to Edinburgh, to stay a couple of 
nights. 

Saturday – Another day at rest, allowing the 
chauffeur some more sightseeing. Watched the rain 
and thunder, and therefore was not surprised to hear 
that sanctuary had been sought at lunchtime (in a bus 
shelter of all places). 

Sunday – The last leg of the journey. Edinburgh to Sheffield, a nice meal with family and then 
back to Telford. 
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A Bank Holiday Workday! 
Liz Muir 

 
I think most of the group have heard the long 
saga of my move from Wolverhampton to 
Birmingham which included five collapsed 
deals (three purchases and two sales) three 
months in rental accommodation and the 
complete refurbishment of the flat I finally 
bought in Harborne. 

Sometime during the weekend 
in Northumberland, when my 
builder was in hospital and I 
was three weeks away from 
having to move out of my 
rental accommodation, offers 
of help came in from the 
group which made me feel a 
lot better. By mid August 
things had improved but the 
work was still two weeks 
behind schedule even though 
the plumber, the plasterer and 
the electrician had finally 
departed.  I had to move in on 
21st and Lucy and John H 
volunteered to use the Sunday Bank Holiday 
to paint some of the acres of bare plaster 
which faced me. They were joined on Sunday 
24th by Matt Hinton, Ann Brookman and Jen. 
There was a tiny snag in that the bamboo 
floor was unfinished, the skirting boards 
obstructed the entire length of the flat and all 
the furniture that wouldn’t fit into the garage 
was squeezed into the sitting room. Location, 
Location it was not. However the group 
managed to paint the two bedrooms and the 
hall and John started on the kitchen 
cupboards. Not bad for one work day 
although it felt strange to be inside! 

We included a tour of Moorpool in the 
programme as no one knew the area and it is 

a few minutes from my door. Moorpool was 
built in the early 20th century by Guest Keen 
and Nettlefold (GKN) who some will 
remember as a key company in the days 
when we had a steel industry. Like Bournville,  
Moorpool was built for the company ‘s 
workers on the principles of providing a 
healthy life style and a vibrant community. At 

the centre, the Moorpool itself 
is for fishing and birds and 
gives its name to the area. 
There is a picturesque bowling 
green, tennis courts, two 
community halls and a few 
small shops. Behind the 
houses, the tenants cultivated 
their allotments. Many of these 
still flourish. The estate is 
crisscrossed by narrow lanes 
bounded with neatly trimmed 
beech hedges. It’s like a green 
village in the middle of 
Birmingham! 

The tour started with the allotment I had 
been told might become available. It’s a 
wheelbarrow journey away from the flat and 
is the only unoccupied one in a flourishing 
set of six or so. It has a very healthy crop of 
blackberries and a dense forest of brambles, 
sycamores and bindweed.  I think it would 
rival anything undertaken to date by WNTCV!  
So if I do get it in twelve to eighteen months 
time....there’s a challenge!  The allotments 
need to be worked to be retained of course. 

It was great to have company for the painting 
and to see whole flat finally  under coated.  It 
takes a lot of the pressure off.  Thank you 
John, Matt, Jen, Ann, and Lucy. 
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Cobbling Project 
Message from Jeremy Miln/David Lee 

 
 

From: Milln, Jeremy 
Date: 20/08/2008 17:40  
To: Lee, David, Mags Carter 
Subj: Moseley cobble & WNTVC 
 
Mags, David, 
 
I visited Acton Scott working farm with my family on Sunday.  
Cobbles galore in the yard there.  What an inspiration! 
 
All best, 
Jeremy 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Lee, David 
Sent: 20 August 2008 16:13 
To: Mags Carter 
Cc: Milln, Jeremy 
Subject: RE: WNTCV Hours 

 

Hi Mags 
Thank you for the hours information and also to everyone concerned in working on the 
cobbles project, which is looking brilliant now that you are almost at the end of the 
cowshed range.  Keep up the good work and see you soon. 

Kind Regards. 

David 
Property Manager 
Moseley Old Hall 

 

 
Attached: 
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Shropshire on a Budget 
Peter Elliot 

 
Its come to my attention that with high petrol prices and free bus passes for some people, that 
these are two more reasons to use public transport for getting out and about.  You may not be 
aware of quite how good it is, but there are lots of bus routes that make some delightful places in 
the countryside accessible.  Below are suggested stretches of the Severn Way that you can explore 
with the bus routes to the start and finish points. 

1) Montford Bridge to Shrewsbury (6.75 miles)  
Take the 70 (Oswestry) but to Montford Bridge and stroll back into town.  This is a much more 
pleasant walk than you might expect, even though not very much of it is close to the river.  You 
quietly enter Shrewsbury walking along fields instead of noisy streets, and barely notice it until 
you enter the centre. 

2)  Shrewsbury to Atcham (8 miles) or Wroxeter (9.5 miles)  
Many of us have been on workdays to Attingham Park, but have we spent time to stay and look at 
wildlife or explore the area?  This walk leaves Shrewsbury using the towpath of a disused canal, 
then follows the rivers slow meandering curves which sweep calmly around.  Take in some local 
history, the Saxon church at Atcham, or Roman Fort at Wroxeter.  The 96 (Shrewsbury to Telford) 
serves both Atcham and Wroxeter.  The 81 (Shrewsbury to Wellington) also passes through 
Atcham. 

3) Ironbridge to Bridgnorth  (9 miles)  
Ironbridge is on a number of bus routs from Telford:  the 9 and 99 continue on to Bridgnorth, and 
the 96 links with Shrewsbury.  Unspoilt Ironbridge may be full of tourists, but they don't venture 
far.  Cross the bridge, turn left, and you're quickly away from the coach loads and able to stroll 
along the peaceful railway line and enjoy the woods around.  Stay close to the river and you may 
even see a Kingfisher. 

4) Bewdley to Upper Arley (3.75 miles) or Highley (5.5 miles)  
For those of us that don't fancy canoeing on the river, you can walk alongside it instead.  This 
stretch takes in some of the Wyre Forest, and you might like to ride on a steam train as well, or 
just enjoy the nostalgia of watching them trundle by.  Buses to Bewdley include the 125 
(Bridgnorth to Kidderminster) and 292 (Birmingham to Ludlow).  The 125 also goes through 
Highley.  Arley is served by the 197 (Bridgnorth to Kidderminster). 

 

NB.  There are no refreshment stops available between  
Montford Bridge and Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury and Atcham,  
or Ironbridge and Bridgnorth.   

Bus timetables can be found at libraries, tourist information  
centres, at www.traveline.info or by phoning 0871 200 22 33. 
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Wot’s This? !!! 
Ron Murdoch 

 
We are now a month into the new Wolves NTV season and – Shock …Shock – the form book has been turned 
on its head with recent member Matt Hinton leading the pack with full points (hours) and leaving all the old 
hands in his wake. 

Odds-on bookies favourite and current champion John W is languishing in mid table. Will John W put in a Man 
U type performance and gradually work his way back into the lead or are we in for a major upset?  

Put your bets in now with Mags who is willing to take any punt over £5 with excellent odds to be decided next 
August.  As Mags keeps the hours records she can obviously be relied on to be completely impartial. 

 

 

WNTCV T-Shirts, Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts 
Register your interest before the order 

 
Congratulations to Dave Maeer who came up with the most innovative design…. “Happiness is… a sharp 
tool!!”.  The committee was unanimous in their decision!   Final design below.  We would like a show of 
interest before we order this time to save ordering unwanted stock, therefore if you would like to order any 
item, please register your interest with Ron Murdoch. 

     FRONT BACK
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Messing About on the River 
Jen Thomson 

 
The annual WNTCV canoeing trip in August got off to an overcast and drizzly start this year, but 
conservation volunteers are used to being outdoors in all weathers, and our hardy canoeists John 
Wells, Matthew, Sheila, Laura, Mags and myself were not put off.  Indeed this was the very first 
time Laura had been able to make it, and 
she was keen to be on the river.  

The day started with a very thorough 
safety talk from Sun Valley Canoes, and 
then we were into the canoes to practice 
our paddling on the relatively calm waters 
of the River Severn by the Severn Park car 
park in Bridgnorth.  Once we had 
mastered the art of paddling and steering 
as best we could, we were off, heading 
downstream between the central arches of 
the grand old bridge over the Severn. 

John Wells and Laura in one canoe led from the start – you don’t need an outboard motor when 
you’ve got John armed with a paddle in your boat!  Matthew and Sheila weren’t far behind, while 
Mags and I came along at a more sedate pace. 

It rained quite steadily throughout the morning, but as usual the river was beautiful, with hanging 
greenery, pleasant fields or steep sandstone cliffs to either side, ducks and swans swimming 
among the canoes and the distant hoot of trains on the Severn Valley Railway. 

By the time we stopped for lunch in Hampton 
Loade we were all a little cold and wet, but a 
hearty lunch in the River and Rail and in 
particular a glass of their excellent country 
wine, soon revived us.  We emerged from the 
pub to find the rain had stopped, and we 
were able to enjoy more pleasant weather on 
the afternoon leg of the journey from 
Hampton Loade down to Arley. On arrival in 
Arley the only unfortunate incident of the trip 
occurred, when I accidentally clobbered one 
of the Sun Valley Canoe people with my 

paddle while getting out of the boat.  (Ron still has strong memories of being unintentionally 
tipped into the river by me at the exact same spot last year). 

At Arley we paused to enjoy the lovely ice cream sold in the shop there, before it was time to 
board the Severn Valley Railway back to Bridgnorth.  The steam train trip is just as lovely as the 
canoe down the river, but one that we rarely fully appreciate, as we normally end up falling asleep 
on the train! 
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Annual General Meeting – 13 September 2008 
Minutes of Meeting 

 
Present: Matthew Holder, Dave Maeer, Mags Carter, John Upton, Janine Rollins, Jen Thomson, Laura Harrison, 
Gordon Whittaker, Ali Hayward, Helen Payne. 
Apologies: Jane Maeer, Ron Murdoch, Jon Hazlewood, John Wells, Anna Watkiss, Tom Freeland, Rachel 
Freeland. 
 
Minutes of last meeting 
Accepted, with any matters arising to be covered later. 
 
Chairman (Matthew Holder) 
Thank you to everyone – Committee and members for all the hard work. A good year for new enquiries and for 
new members. Thanks specifically to Laura for organising the Northumberland Weekend, to John Upton for his 
work as membership secretary and to Jon Hazlewood for maintaining the web site. 
There have been a lot of new people out this year, it would still be useful to recruit more, though it is recognised 
that our group is not alone in struggling to recruit. This is a problem across the National Trust. 
A good year for social events, with possibilities of future visits back to Northumberland, to Tyntesfield and to 
Bodnant Gardens. 
 
Secretary (Mags Carter) 
A list of hours and the Almost All Time Top 100 were presented. John Wells won the Hours Prize with 187.75 
hours. 
Top Newcomer   Julie Moore  10th for the year 
Highest Climber in top 100 Jon Hazlewood  Up 103 in total (to 85th) 
Highest turnouts Morville – 21 
Lowest turnouts  Downs Banks – 2 
Average turnout  10.3(up from 7.3 in 2006/07) 
42 new enquiries, of whom 13 have been out on workdays. This is included in a total of 19 people who have been 
out on their first workday. 
59 people attended workdays (up from 51 in 2006/07) 
Total of 2243 hours worked (up by nearly 600 from 2006/07) 
Awards due for Ron Murdoch (10 years) and Clare Carr (5 years). 
 
Treasurer (Ron Murdoch) 
The Receipts and Payments Account for the Year to 31 August 2008 have been prepared by Ron and 
independently reviewed by Jane Maeer. 
There was a small deficit of £65.06, mostly from Bonfire Weekend. The balance in the accounts was £299.72 in 
the general account and £13.93 in the weekend account. It also appears that not all the costs of tools purchased 
have yet been reimbursed. Assumed this is to follow. 
Matthew asked that next year's accounts show this year's figures for comparison purposes. 
There were 46 paid up members in 2007/08.    SUBS ARE NOW DUE!! 
 
Social (Jen Thomson) 
A good year for social events – the tour of Jackfield Tile Works, the canoe trip (wet again), the weekend in 
Northumberland, Summer Social. Jen thanked those who had arranged these events. She also said that she needed 
to stand down from the Committee. Matthew thanked her for the work she has done in the past. 
 
Publicity (Anna Watkiss) 
In Anna's absence, Matthew briefly reported. 
During the year the A-board has been revamped. It now includes our web address and a waterproof holder for 
leaflets. 
Most enquiries are coming through the Volunteer Bureaux. 
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Newsletter (Laura Harrison) 
Another good year for the newsletter, and additionally a write-up in the Active Magazine. Laura said that she 
hoped this would be her last year editing the Newsletter. 
 
Programme (Helen Payne) 
Two venues this year have been those that have not been visited for a number of years – Biddulph Grange and 
Walcot Woods. Also, a new weekend venue – Northumberland. 
For the last two programmes Helen has emailed the wardens, which has proved easier than telephoning. Helen 
thanked the workday contacts for their willingness to lead tasks. Mags suggested that if anyone else was willing to 
be a contact that would be good. 
Helen explained that it is important that we go to sites when the wardens want us to do the work, and that 
sometimes this will lead to clumps of workdays in particular areas. Over the winter, Dave Maeer will be leading 4 
hedgelaying Saturdays, which will be in the Programmes. 
The meeting that was held on the last workday at Walcot Woods outlined to Peter Carty, for South Shropshire 
Hills, the problems that had been encountered over a number of workdays at the Long Mynd – lack of sufficient 
work and the absence of wardens or others to supervise/support us. 
Peter has suggested a planning/social day where we can see what tasks are planned round the sites, with a view to 
identifying work that would be suitable as a project for us. 
Ali expressed concerns about one recent workday. In the morning we were moving boulders, OK, apart from H&S 
issues – some of us would not have had adequate footwear etc. 
In the afternoon we were clearing wumps and a ditch along the side of the path. Without supervision or someone 
to discuss the work with, we had no way of knowing whether this was right for the landscape/habitat for wildlife. 
Were we doing more harm than good? Without supervision/warden presence, we have no means of learning about 
the habitats/ecosystems, and what care needs to be taken. 
 
Tools & Safety (John Wells) 
New tools bought during the year. These are paid for by the National Trust. 
John is working on painting up the tools and numbering them, making it easier to keep track of. 
 
Membership Secretary (John Upton) 
John Upton has issued letters to 29 people has expressed interest in the group. He has not been able to carry out as 
much work as originally planned. His view is that in places such as libraries, our posters stay up for only a short 
time. Targeting the libraries close to forthcoming workdays may be a way forward. 
Mags provided details to John of all people on the Master List (members past/present and expressions of interest) 
new in the last 12 months. Some addresses need to be provided to Mags. 
Discussion took place about access to our website. This will be discussed at a future committee meeting. 
 
Elections 
Apart from Jen, who was standing down, all other committee members were willing to stand again. Gordon 
Whittaker agreed to take the post vacated by Jen. Ali Hayward proposed, and Dave Maeer seconded the 
committee members who were all elected unopposed. 
 
Any Other Business 
1. Ali raised an issue of whether the fireworks at Bonfire weekend were a good idea. Could this have a 

detrimental effect on wildlife in the area, particularly at a time when some are starting to hibernate. To be 
discussed, and to consult with wildlife organisations. Matthew agreed to look into this.  Laura suggested 
contacting Chuck (Northumberland warden – an ecologist). 

2. Matthew outlined an issue concerning John Upton's attendance at Shugborough. Matthew and John explained 
that, following an incident in May, John is not permitted to work at Shugborough. As he is a contender for the 
Hour Prize, John was keen not to lose out because of the lack hours at Shugborough. The proposal, on Dave's 
suggestion, is that for the purpose of the Hours Prize (only), hours worked at Shugborough will be excluded. 
Top 100 and hours for volunteer cards are unaffected. 

3. The Supporter Group Liaison Team (based in Swindon) have emailed a Contact Detail Form and asked for it 
to be completed by Committee members – particularly Chairman, Secretary, membership enquiry contact, 
treasurer and web editor, but also other Committee members. Mags handed out copies of the form and will 
email copies to others on the committee. 

 



 

 

18

The Almost All-Time Top 100! 
 

Autumn 
2008 Name

Hours
1-Jan-84 to 31-Aug-08

Last Year's 
Position

1 John Wells 2,393.75 1
2 Dave Maeer 2,134.00 2
3 Ron Murdoch 1,631.50 3
4 Ann Brookman 1,494.00 6
5 Chris Brown 1,494.00 4
6 Jane Maeer 1,474.00 5
7 Stephen Ponder 1,176.50 7
8 Bryn Heywood 1,016.25 8
9 Neil Semple 1,013.25 9
10 Mandy Firth 1,010.25 10
11 Andrew Dalgleish 956.75 11
12 Charles Amies 877.50 12
13 James Shepherd 838.25 13
14 Liz Elmore 793.00 14
15 Simon Phipps 747.25 15
16 Nick France 733.25 16
17 Mags Carter 705.00 18
18 Simon Jones 647.00 17
19 Liz Muir 621.00 20
20 Matthew Holder 614.50 21
21 Andy Bannister 550.00 19
22 Peter Orme 548.00 23
23 Gill Ewart 510.50 22
24 Caroline Culley 489.75 24
25 Ann Dalgleish 475.50 25
26 Mike Grogan 470.75 26
27 Richard Painter 452.25 27
28 Sue Lee 449.50 28
29 Duncan Russell 443.50 29
30 Ian Naylor 432.50 30
31 Rob Twine 418.50 31
32 Derry Venebles 412.75 32
33 Peter Hampton 403.25 35
34 Kim Coatsworth 400.00 33
35 Liz Mckay 397.75 34
36 Liz Hobbs 380.25 36
37 Juliette May 380.25 37
38 Scott Haynes 364.75 38
39 Catherine Hares 349.75 39
40 Lucy Cole 329.25 58
41 Sarah Ryan 328.25 40
42 Jackie Pryde 320.25 41
43 Helen Thwaite 320.00 42
44 John Upton 313.75 76
45 Jackie Semple 307.25 43
46 Anna Watkiss 306.00 44
47 Laura Harrison 305.00 52
48 Jane Bassling 294.00 45
49 Steve Angrove 290.50 46
50 David Shaw 285.50 47  
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The Almost All-Time Top 100! 
 

Autumn 
2008 Name

Hours
1-Jan-84 to 31-Aug-08

Last Year's 
Position

51 Jennifer Thomson 273.25 61
52 Richard Hollos 270.00 48
53 Ian White 266.00 49
54 Sally Pearson 265.25 50
55 Denise Davies 251.50 51
56 Dawn Smith 240.75 53
57 Jenny Prudden 238.50 54
58 Christine Thompson 238.00 55
59 Ed Hobday 235.00 56
60 Mark Gatlish 230.25 57
61 Anna-Lena Weighton 224.00 59
62 Matt Watkiss 216.50 63
63 Joe Crouch 210.25 60
64 Roger Turner 207.50 62
65 Mandy Grogan 205.00 64
66 Peter Elliott 199.00 130
67 Helen Payne 195.50 73
68 Trisha Gollin 194.75 65
69 John Whitehouse 177.75 66
70 Steve Collins 175.25 67
71 Mizzy Marshall 174.50 68
72 Christine Brown 170.50 74
73 Sarah Wooledge 166.50 69
74 Jacqui Cutler 165.25 70
75 Ian Shore 163.75 71
76 Tracy Lycett 158.00 72
77 Tom Freeland 152.50 84
78 John Sayer 149.75 75
79 Jimmy Bullock 145.25 83
80 Dave Bennett 138.00 77
81 Dot Bennet 137.00 78
82 Chris Robson 136.25 79
83 Sarah Mansell 134.00 80
84 Lucy Jones 133.25 81
85 Jon Hazlewood 130.50 188
86 Liz Tapsfield 128.50 82
87 Alan Marriot 124.50 85
88 Shirley Thompson 123.00 86
89 Laurie Elwell 122.75 87
90 Emma Slater 115.50 88
91 Annette Ashton 112.25 89
92 Julia Atkins 111.75 90
93 Andy Erhlich 111.00 91
94 Gavin Crow 108.25 92
95 Sue Wycherley 103.50 93
96 Rachel Freeland 101.50 103
97 Clare Carr 97.75 94
98 Jill Atkins 94.00 95
99 Katie Kapsis 93.50 96

100 Clare Gardner 91.75 97  
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WNTCV Hours – Group Year Total 
 

Name Group Year Total Hours towards Apr 09 
Volunteer Cards

John Wells 187.75 72.50
John Upton 168.25 49.50
Ron Murdoch 149.75 56.25
Peter Elliott 148.75 66.75
Jon Hazlewood 112.25 46.50
Mags Carter 107.00 57.25
Lucy Cole 102.50 42.25
Liz Muir 101.25 54.50
Matthew Holder 96.75 37.50
Julie Moore 75.75 34.00
Jen Thomson 63.50 41.50
Dave Maeer 63.25 12.50
Ann Brookman 62.75 29.25
Matt Hinton 56.25 60.75
Laura Harrison 54.75 27.25
Peter Orme 52.25 24.25
Ali Hayward 51.50 6.00
Sarah Gardiner 51.25 0.00
Andrew Dalgleish 50.50 18.25
Gordon Whittaker 47.50 23.50
Sheila Smallwood 40.75 19.00
Helen Payne 38.00 13.50
Mark Sumner 32.75 0.00
Amy Dean 28.25 9.75
Tom Freeland 28.00 9.00
Jane Maeer 25.25 8.25
Jimmy Bullock 18.50 0.00
Rachel Freeland 18.50 9.00
Chris Brown 17.00 0.00
Lisa Goldsmith 14.50 10.00
Christine Brown 14.50 4.50
Matt Watkiss 11.25 6.25
Anna Watkiss 11.25 6.25
Roger Payne 10.00 0.00
Judy Axelbank 10.00 0.00
Charlotte Hill 10.00 10.00
Liz Askew 9.25 0.00
Sue Büster 9.00 4.50
Peter Hampton 8.00 4.75
Zac Harvey 8.00 0.00
Mrs Elliott 6.00 6.00
Simon Jones 5.50 0.00
Pat Tucker 5.50 0.00
Jackie 5.00 0.00
Trisha Curtis 4.75 0.00
Candy Bates 4.75 4.75
Jonathon Hassall 4.50 0.00
Julia Allely 4.50 0.00
Patrick Bagot 4.50 4.50
Gary Plant 4.50 0.00
Jenny Stuckey 4.50 0.00
Alex Meakin 4.00 0.00
Philippa Hemsley 3.50 0.00
Peter's Grandma 3.00 3.00
Mr Elliott 3.00 3.00
Ann Dalgleish 3.00 3.00
Clare Carr 2.50 0.00
John McDermott 2.50 0.00
Jill Raworth/Wells 1.25 1.25  


