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Chairman’s Report 
Matthew Holder 

 

Yes – this is the Spring report!  What a winter we have had.  Good job we have WNTCV to 
motivate us to get out in the cold and get on with some valuable work, and we’ve had 
some great workdays!  We can see how Morville and Sunnycroft are now really coming on 
as a result of all the effort put in.  Workday numbers are holding up well, and we have 
attracted some new members which is always good to keep the group going forward. 

Many of you enjoyed a great weekend at Walcot Woods recently, and thanks go to Ron in 
particular for all his hard work in making this so successful.  It was the longest work task 
I think the group has undertaken for several years – some three days work for the 
dedicated ones!  The meal and pub visit on Saturday night were also memorable, with The 
Three Tuns brewery in Bishop’s Castle providing ample refreshment. 

As the hours list for National Trust cards draws to a close for 2008/9, we are expecting 
many members to qualify for this useful perk.  I feel I must mention Matt Hinton, who has 
put in an amazing amount of workdays, and also continues to bring much cheer to the 
group.  Matt of course noticed our feature in the Active magazine last year and decided to 
join us.  As can be seen later in the newsletter, members have featured quite a lot in the 
media over the last quarter.  We have also seen Joe and Derek (Shugborough) on a TV 
quiz, our work at Low Newton (Northumberland) could be seen behind Oz Clarke and 
James May whilst they were sampling the micro-brewery’s produce, and Ron was pictured 
on Sky News as they reported on Trust plans to create more allotments.  Lucy featured on 
a Radio 4 debate as well! 

I must thank everyone so much for the very kind presents for my 40th, and I am pleased 
that everyone enjoyed themselves at the party.  The volunteers certainly have some good 
dance moves, with Sheila, Matt and Julie leading the way.  Sarah from Moville commented 
that it was nice to see people in nice clean clothes and to have time to socialise.  Entee 
and Duddy have now been joined by “Fortee”, who you will meet on future workdays if not 
already. 

The new t-shirts will be available imminently – thanks to Ann for organising these, but 
watch out for some VERY different colours at future workdays which I believe include 
bright orange! 

Finally, congratulations to Tom and Rachael who are expecting another addition to the 
family in May, and we look forward to seeing them all in due course. 
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It’s Your Newsletter 
Laura Harrison 

 
This is the place to share items of interest with other members.  It is what you make it… so if you 
have anything that you would like to be included in the next newsletter, please send to me at 
newsletter@wntcv.co.uk, or pass to any member of the committee. 

Submissions for the next newsletter are needed by 14 June 2009. 

 
 

 

A Reminder 
Matthew Holder 

 
To help with the smooth running of the group, please can all members: 

1) See John Wells or Ron Murdoch when needing a new blade for a bowsaw; 

2) Let Ron know in advance if you want a hard hat bringing along from the tool store; 

3) Ensure that your emergency contact details are on the list kept in the first aid kit. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Northumberland Coast 2009 
Laura Harrison 

 

REMINDER:  Saturday 4 July to Wednesday 7 July 
Just a reminder to start thinking about paying the balance of the Northumberland Trip.  We’d like 
to collect the money in by the end of May, in order to pay for the bunkhouse. 

Total accommodation cost Sat-Tues inc £40 (+ £10/night for any additional night you’re booked 
in for).  Food cost will be sorted out on the actual weekend. 

If you’re interested but aren’t booked on yet, there is still room so please speak to me or Ron. 
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Members in the Public Eye 
Jen 
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Members in the Public Eye 
Laura & Max 

 

Shropshire Star – February 2009 

 

 

National Trust Working Holiday Brochure 2009 
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Matthew’s 40th Birthday Bash 
 

 

Unfortunately I appear to have missed the social occasion of the year for which members 
gathered to celebrate Matthew’s 40th birthday!!  Reports of a good time were fed back by 
all, and I have endeavored to squirrel away all the evidence in the form of dodgy dancing 
by National Trust members, which I can now formally release...  my sources remain 
anonymous! 

We’re glad you had a good time Matthew. 
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Uses for Lucy’s Old Umbrella 
Ron Murchoch 

 
So Lucy wants to know what she can use the material in an old umbrella for. 
Here are a couple of sensible suggestions based on an analysis of the material 
i.e. it is strong and waterproof. 

First, cut out two pieces each about 6 inches by 4. Lay one on top of the other  
and then sew together the 6 inch sides and one of the 4 inch sides and what 
have you got …. a replacement pocket for trousers. This would make an 
excellent Christmas present for men who regularly wear them out carrying cash or keys in their 
pockets. Also very useful for boys aged about 8 or 9 who go to parties and gobble up most of the 
trifle from the serving bowl and are told by the host’s mother ‘You can take the rest home in your 
pocket if you like, ha ha’. No problem, shovel it in. 

Second, No cutting required this time, just remove all the metal spines and you have a roundish 
piece of material with a hole in the middle where the handle was. Then, sew up the hole and sew 
(say) 4 looped pieces of material around the edge of the material. Lift it up by the loops and you 
have …. a waterproof shopping bag. For the more sophisticated, instead of sewing up the hole, 
put a lace in so that it can be tied (for your standard shopping bag) or left untied for when you 
have been fishing and are carrying your fish back home. With this they will automatically drain as 
you walk along!   
 

Dates for your Diary 
Gordon Whittaker 

 
Two days with a difference. 

Saturday May 30th: Jewellery Quarter  
The day starts off at 10.30am with an informal guided walk around the area, guided by me!!!  After 
this there is the museum and a free guided tour around the old workshops which are unique as 
they were left undiscovered for many years.  After this it's free time in Brum, then if enough 
interest, an early meal and drinks in historic pubs in the evening.  Meeting point: 10.30 am at St 
Pauls Church, Jewellery Quarter.  
Please ring at least two weeks before so I can confirm meal and tour (contact details can be found 
on the programme). 

July 25th: Hawkstone Park, Marchamley, Shrewsbury  
Approx 6.00 entry.  Meeting point:  10.30 at the Main Car Park.  Tunnels, chasms, bridges, tower, 
superb views, caves, follies.  Come exploring in these unique 18th century gardens, now fully 
restored.  It is about a three hour leisurely walk around and teashop at the end.  Can spend rest of 
the afternoon in Shrewsbury and if enough interest early meal and drinks.   
Again, please ring two weeks before if interested so I know numbers (contact details can be found 
on the programme). 
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Members at Work 
January – March 2009 
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A Funny One – ‘Church Bulletin Board’ 
Ron Murchoch 

 
 

The following appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services. 

The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus walks on the water’. The sermon tonight ‘Searching for 
Jesus’ 

Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again’ giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation. 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a crèche downstairs. 

The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing ‘Break forth 
into joy’ 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a 
friendship that began in their school days. 

Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm – prayer and medication to follow. 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious 
hostility. 

At the evening service tonight the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ Come early and 
listen to the choir practice. 

The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the 
basement on Friday afternoon. 

This evening at 7pm there will be hymn singing in the park across from the church. Bring 
a blanket and come prepared to sin. 

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet at 7pm. Please use the back door. 

The Associate Minister unveiled the church’s new tithing campaign last Sunday: ‘I Upped 
My Pledge – Up Yours’ 

This being Easter Sunday we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the 
altar.   
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Walcot Woods Weekend – 6-8 March 2009 
Ron Murdoch 

 

  
A weekend when :-  

John W told us of his fears about being chased by vacuum cleaners in the middle of the night, 

Mags was relegated to the ‘snorers’ bedroom (she arrived late) only to find that it was the ‘quiet’ 
room,  

Dave and Jane relished a part day without parental responsibilities (Kate and Sam were at school), 

Laura found a horse to ride, 

Matt threw logs down the hill, 

Pete was thought to be lost but was asleep in bed, 

Zac bill hooked any tree within reach, 

Matthew chauffeured almost everyone around, 

Avril tried out her Black Country words (with a Scottish accent), 

Jen clambered up to ride the horse behind Laura, 

Sheila brought her daughter Catherine (and got lost near to a tea room), 

Catherine enjoyed herself, 

Chris laughed (and made everyone else do the same), 

John U stroked a horses head and thrilled it with stories about ‘Super Spurs’, 

Julie told us about nightmares involving liquorice allsorts (and then found some in her sleeping 
bag), 

Jon demonstrated the art of making a fire (or at least smoke) with a stick, two pieces of wood and 
a bit of string. 

Nearly finally, Peter Carty and Dave Cowall thanked everybody for the huge amount of work that 
had been achieved over the weekend, and finally (he knows his place) Ron booked the bunk house 
for the first weekend in March 2010 for a return visit – if you haven’t got a 2010 diary write it on 
your wall. 

Thanks everyone for a great weekend! 



 

 

13

Another Funny One – ‘Not Rearing A Pig Letter!’ 
Dot Bennett 

 
A real letter recently sent to David Milliband MP:  

16 May 2007  

Dear Secretary of State, 

My friend, who is in farming at the moment, recently received a cheque for £3,000 from the 
Rural Payments Agency for not rearing pigs. I would now like to join the "not rearing pigs" 
business.  In your opinion, what is the best kind of farm not to rear pigs on, and which is the 
best breed of pigs not to rear?  

I want to be sure I approach this endeavour in keeping with all government policies, as 
dictated by the EU under the Common Agricultural Policy.  I would prefer not to rear bacon 
pigs, but if this is not the type you want not rearing, I will just as gladly not rear porkers.  Are 
there any advantages in not rearing rare breeds such as Saddlebacks or Gloucester Old Spots, 
or are there too many people already not rearing these? 

As I see it, the hardest part of this programme will be keeping an accurate record of how many 
pigs I haven't reared. Are there any Government or Local Authority courses on this?  My friend 
is very satisfied with this business.  He has been rearing pigs for forty years or so, and the 
best he ever made on them was £1,422 in 1968; that is until this year, when he received a 
cheque for not rearing any. 

If I get £3,000 for not rearing 50 pigs, will I get £6,000 for not rearing 100?  I plan to operate 
on a small scale at first, holding myself down to about 4,000 pigs not raised, which will mean 
about £240,000 for the first year.  As I become more expert in not rearing pigs, I plan to be 
more ambitious, perhaps increasing to, say, 40,000 pigs not reared in my second year, for 
which I should expect about £2.4 million from your department.  Incidentally, I wonder if I 
would be eligible to receive tradable carbon credits for all these pigs not producing harmful and 
polluting methane gases? 

Another point.  These pigs that I plan not to rear will not eat 2,000 tonnes of cereals. I 
understand that you also pay farmers for not growing crops.  Will I qualify for payments for 
not growing cereals to not feed the pigs I don't rear? 

I am also considering the "not milking cows" business, so please send any information you 
have on that too.  Please could you also include the current Defra advice on set aside fields?  
Can this be done on an e-commerce basis with virtual fields (of which I seem to have several 
thousand hectares)?  

In view of the above you will realise that I will be totally unemployed, and will therefore qualify 
for unemployment benefits.  I shall of course be voting for your party at the next general 
election. 

Yours faithfully, 
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The Morville Hours by Katherine Swift – A Review 
Jen Thompson 

 
 

This beautifully written and beautifully 
illustrated book describes the creation of a 
garden in the Dower House at Morville, adjacent 
to the Hall.  Katherine Swift came to Morville 
over twenty years ago, and despite having no 
gardening experience, she set about creating a 
garden in the fields behind the Dower House.  
The book charts the process of creation of the 
garden, the failures, the successes, and how 
Swift set out to reflect within the garden the 
varied history of the Hall; from the earliest 
evidence of Roman settlement, through the 
period when it was a Medieval priory, and on to 
the time when it was the home of a succession 
of local families. 

Swift has based the book itself on the form of a Medieval Book of Hours.  A Book of Hours 
recorded the special prayers to be said at different times of day, starting with Vigils 
before dawn and finishing with Compline at night.  Medieval Books of Hours also acted as 
calendars, relating these different times of day to the different seasons of the year and 
providing illustrations of the appropriate agricultural activities taking place in each 
season.  Swift uses these different prayers to be said at different times of day (Vigils, 
Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and Compline) as the chapter headings in the 
book, recording in each chapter the state of the garden at the time of day and describing 
how it appears in the appropriate season of the year from the Medieval Book of Hours. 

What makes this book more than just a description of a beautiful garden, is that Swift 
links the story of the development of the garden to many other stories: the history of 
Morville and the garden, Swift’s own family history which her work in the garden brings 
her to reflect on, and the stories of the many neighbours who help her in her work on the 
garden. 

Swift’s descriptions bring vividly to life the sights, sounds and smells of the garden at 
different times of day and different times of the year.  Its hard to read it without wanting 
to sneak through to the Dower House garden for a quick peek when next you’re on a 
Morville workday.  I loved this book, and have a copy which I am very happy to lend to 
anyone who would like to read it too. 
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Caption Competition 
 

Is back due to popular demand!!   Photo supplied by Lucy Cole and I’m just not 
going to ask what on earth they were doing?!!  Send your caption suggestions to 
newsletter@wntcv.co.uk by 14 June. 

 
 

 
 

 

Simple Logic 
 

I know that I am a 
Nobody ….. but 

 

They say that nobody is 
perfect ….. so 

 

I must be perfect! 



 

 

16

 


