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Chairman’s Report 
Matthew Holder 

 

Is this really the summer report?  It was 8.5°C on Saturday, 
and pouring with rain!  Still, the previous weekend at 
Dudmaston was absolutely wonderful with temperatures in 
the high 20’s and clear blue sky.  Have you seen Mike’s new 
truck?  It’s a very tidy silver Ford Ranger with plenty of load 
space for ferrying all our kit around.  It probably won’t stay 
clean for very long though, nor dent-free! 

Gordon did a great job of organising the Jewellery Quarter 
visit, ably-assisted by Lisa.  We visited St. Paul’s church, the 
local gallery, and the pen nib museum before turning our 
attentions to the Jewellery Quarter museum.  All these are 
well worth and visit, and can be supplemented later by a 
visit to the Central Birmingham museum (as many people did), or a visit to the Bullring 
shops )as my Brother and I did – I can’t take too much culture in one day!).  A fine meal at 
“Pasta Di Piazza” rounded off the evening, and we are all eagerly awaiting Gordon’s next 
day out to the Follies and Grottos at Hawkstone Park.  There are rumours of a meal and 
pub crawl around Shrewsbury afterwards… 

The AGM will be held at Wightwick Manor as usual in September.  Once again, can I thank 
all the committee members for their help throughout the year, and all of you in fact for 
helping on workdays or at social events.  This AGM, there will be a few posts to fill.  
Details of which are further on in the newsletter.  Please let me know if you have any 
interest in being on the committee. 

Can I just remind everyone to take care of the tools, as some of the loppers have had to 
have their blades re-ground following an altercation with some barbed wire. 

Many of us are traveling up to Northumbria in early July to work with Chuck, and we are 
really looking forward to it – let’s hope the weather is kind!  It’ll be great to enjoy good 
company and do some much needed work in the such a beautiful part of the country. 

 

 Best Wishes, 

 

 Matthew 
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It’s Your Newsletter 
Laura Harrison 

 
This is the place to share items of interest with other members.  It is what you make it… 
so if you have anything that you would like to be included in the next newsletter, please 
send to me at newsletter@wntcv.co.uk, or pass to any member of the committee. 

Submissions for the Spring newsletter are needed by: 

SUNDAY 20 September 2009. 
  
 

Sunnycroft Workday – Sunday 17 May 
Email received from Joel Richards 

 

”I'd like to thank you and your team for valiantly soldiering on in such appalling weather 
conditions last Sunday.  I hope you and your loyal band of volunteers have escaped 
without getting a cold.  I don't think I have seen anyone look as drenched as you guys at 
Sunnycroft before!!! 

Please pass my admiration for all of the WNTCV's hard work onto the other members too.” 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Helen Payne 

 

Make sure you’ve got these dates in your diary!  Always lots of fun to be had… 

 

 

Bonfire Weekend 
6-8th November 

 

 

Xmas Weekend 
11-13th December 
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Annual General Meeting 
26 September 2009 

 
This year’s AGM will be held on Saturday 26 September at Wightwick Manor.  All are 
welcome to attend.  Proceedings usually conclude with a gathering at The Mermaid for a 
meal, so if you plan to come along, please let Matthew know so that a table can be 
booked. 

We’d like to bring a couple of items on the agenda to your prior attention as follows: 

Committee Posts 
We’d like to ask members to consider taking up a committee post.  The group is very much 
dependent on willing volunteers to sit on the committee, and play a vital part in it’s successful 
running.  As usual, all posts are re-electable, however, a number of people have given notice that 
they would like to stand down this year.  These posts include Secretary, Newsletter and 
Programme.  If you have an interest in any of these posts, please let Matthew know and in which 
post you have an interest.  A short description of each of the posts follows: 

Chair Person:  Corresponds with the Regional Office at the Custard Factory on any necessary 
matters. Arranges and chairs committee meetings. 

Secretary:  Responds to new enquiries. Sends out programmes and newsletters. Keeps committee 
meeting minutes. Keeps the hours record for volunteer cards and Group Hours. 

Programme Secretary:  Contacts wardens and volunteers to lead each workday to produce the 
programme of workdays. 

Social Secretary:  Plans social events – usually once a month – attendance is not compulsory. 

Publicity:  Sends out press releases for special events, publicises the group on display boards, 
mainly at libraries, distributes posters and leaflets. 

Treasurer:  Keeps accounts.  Takes in subscriptions and gives out expenses. 

Newsletter Editor:  Collects articles and collates them into the quarterly newsletter. 

Tools & Safety:  Keeps a check on tools – repairs or orders new ones as necessary. Ensures the first 
aid kits are fully stocked. 
 

Nomination Form for 2009/10 Committee 
 
I nominate ................................................... to the position of ................................................ 
for Wolverhampton National Trust Conservation Volunteers committee for 2009/10. 
 
Signed: Nominator ...................................................   Seconder ................................................... 
 
I consent to the above nomination 
 
Signed: Nominee ..................................................... 
 
Please give this form to any member of the committee or send it to Matthew Holder. 
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Subscriptions 
Also, on the Agenda for the AGM are a review of subscriptions.  There is a proposal being put 
forward to change the subscriptions as follows: 

£6 standard membership 

£10 standard membership plus a second member living at the same address 

£2 Students and the unwaged 

This will be decided at the AGM.  If you have any views please let Matthew know. 

 

Peter Elliot is on the Move! 
Competition 

 
Congratulations to Peter, who, after months of interviews, has been offered a job!  But 
where?  That is the question.  Can anyone guess whereabouts in the Country Peter is off 
to?  Catch Peter on a work day and give him your best guess and let’s see who can give 
him the closest answer.   

How long can Peter keep it a secret though, or more to the point, will his parents be open 
to bribes when we see them on the forthcoming Northumberland Coast trip?   

All to be revealed soon! 

 



 

 

6 

Shugborough Workday – Sunday 10 May 
Jen Thompson 

 
When I was on the Shugborough work day on 10 May I took some good before and after 
shots of some of the clearance work we did on the site of an old greenhouse just outside 
the walled garden.   John Wells, Matt and Ann Brookman got really stuck in and you can 
really see the difference…  
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Conservation Volunteering Photo Competition 
Peter Elliott 

 
I thought the keen photographers among you might be interested to know that Defra and 
Kew ’s International Garden Photographer of the Year Competition has a new category; 
“Conservation Volunteering Photographer of the Year”. They are looking for photos of 
your experiences of conservation volunteering – images that are creative, visually 
interesting and full of the enjoyment which comes from being active and volunteering 
outdoors. 

 
(DEFRA) Snap up a prize and get active in nature 

Volunteers across Nottingham are being urged to get snapping for a new competition launched by Defra and Kew 
Gardens today.  
Defra and Kew's International Garden Photographer of the Year Competition have joined forces to find the first 
Conservation Volunteering Photographer of the Year. The competition is launched today by Defra minister for Wildlife 
and Conservation Huw Irranca-Davies.  
Almost a quarter of a million volunteers are regularly getting out and about in towns, parks, the countryside and forests to 
help conserve our precious natural green spaces and England's wildlife. To celebrate this work, and to get ready for 2010 
as the International Year of Biodiversity, the photo competition aims to capture the fun and enjoyment that comes from 
volunteering and taking part outside in England.  
The competition, which launches Defra's MuckIn4Life campaign, is open to anyone living and undertaking conservation 
volunteering in England. There are great prizes of vouchers to be won in several categories and there will be one overall 
national winner and one overall under 16 years winner as well as regional winners around the country. Winners will also 
have their photos displayed in a public exhibition at Kew Gardens.  
MuckIn4Life is the Defra campaign which supports the Department of Health's Change4Life campaign and is supported 
by a wide range of environmental stakeholders. It encourages biodiversity by highlighting the fun and enjoyment which 
comes from being active and volunteering outdoors in the fresh air to help conserve wildlife, landscapes, parks, gardens 
and other green spaces.  
Entries to the competition can be sent in via the Kew International Garden Photographer of the Year competition 
(http://www.igpoty.com) and the competition is open until November 2009.  
Shortlisted entries will be announced around Christmas time and the winning photos will be announced in Spring 2010. 
The winning photos will form part of the open air exhibition, showing in outdoor venues around the country, starting with 
Kew in the Spring of next year.  
Notes:  
1. Rules: Participants must live and volunteer for conservation work in England. Entry is free. For a full set of terms and 
conditions please go to http://www.igpoty.com/muckinforlife.asp  
2. To find out about conservation volunteering near you, please go to http://www.direct.gov.uk/muckin4life  
3. Thames21 is an environmental charity (registered number 1103997) working with communities to bring London's 
waterways to life.  
4. Stakeholders supporting MuckIn4Life are:  Thames 21, The Woodland Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 
The Wildlife Trusts, British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, Forestry Commission England, British Trust for 
Ornithology, National Trust, * Natural England, British Waterways, Marine Conservation Society. 
5. The MuckIn4Life prize categories are:  
* Overall national winner - Defra MuckIn4Life conservation volunteering  
photographer of the year and two runners up  
* Regional winner and runner up - East Midlands  
* Overall national under-16 years winner and two runners up  
* Regional winner and runner up - East Midlands 
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Moseley Cobbling Project 
Jeremy Milln 

 
Looking back over past programme sheets I am reminded just how dedicated you all were 
and how long the Moseley cobble project took.   As early at 22 Oct 06 it was  a slightly 
wearied sounding: "finishing the exposure of the cobbled courtyard with Jeremy again".  
However the entry for 28 Oct 07: "we are making really good progress with our project of 
renewing the cobblestones" strikes a more upbeat note.   A "hoping to finish the 
cobblestones with Jeremy the archaeologist for 8 July 07 was a little optimistic and for 16 
March 08, 10 Aug 08 and 19 Oct 08 we were simply "continuing with cobblestone project 
with Jeremy the archaeologist".   Anyway we finally finished on the 19th April 2009 with a 
sort of winning post moment as we reached the blue bricks at the E end of the long cow 
shed range.  

Its a work of art chaps and a 
testimony to your immense 
hard work and dedication.  
Digging, riddling, sorting and 
placing our materials to make 
the most of what we had - 
with a lot of pretty indifferent 
cobbles towards the end - 
called for a lot of effort.  I 
think that what we achieved - 
a patchwork of styles 
according to materials and 
moods - is simply lovely.  I 
hope you are all proud of it as 
I am. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Jeremy  

(The Archaeologist) 
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EXTRACT:  from the First Newsletter of  
Attingham Park 
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Victorian Perspectives – the thoughts of Mrs C W Earle 
Ann Brookman 

 

Himalayan Balsam  
September 11th 

‘Another terrible weed is the annual Balsam, Impatiens glandulifera, which sows itself in 
the most audacious and triumphant manner; but it takes little root-hood, and is easy to 
pull up in the spring. What a wonderfully handsome, yet delicate, plant it is! with its 
beautiful flowers, its long pointed leaves, its red square stems, its seed-vessels shaped 
like buds, which burst with a crack and scatter the seeds far and wide. Were the plant 
difficult to grow, no garden or greenhouse would be without it. It deserves a place, even 
if reduced to one plant, in every moderate-sized garden; it looks especially well grown as 
a single plant in good soil. To add to its perfections it has a delicate, sweet smell, and 
does well in water. Gardeners will always look upon it, with a show of reason, as a horrid 
weed; but flower-lovers will never be without it.’ 

Jerusalem Artichoke 
November 8th 

‘I suppose everybody knows that Jerusalem Artichokes are much better if left in the 
ground and only dug up as they are wanted, though before hard frost they must be dug 
up and housed. This vegetable is amongst the most useful ones we have in winter, as it 
can be cooked in such a great number of ways. It is one of the things much improved by 
growing from fresh seed, and not planting the old tubers over and over again. The 
artichokes can be made into soup, can be puree’d like Turnips, or fried in thin slices like 
Potato chips. ‘Dainty Dishes’ has one receipt for cooking them. The only way in which 
they are not very good is the ordinary English way – plain boiled, with a floury butter 
sauce. The best way is au gratin, like the Maccaroni-cheese in ‘Dainty Dishes’; only they 
require more sauce. Everything au gratin is very much improved by using half Parmesan, 
half Gruyere, and a very small piece of shallot. I used to think this plant, from its name 
‘Jerusalem’ being derived from the Italian Girasole with its curious English amplification 
into ‘Palestine Soup’, was perhaps the only Sunflower (Helianthus) that had not come 
from America, and might have been brought here by the Crusaders; but this is not the 
fact. It does come from America; and a curious confirmation of the same is that the 
French name is Topinambour a corruption of Topinambout, a native tribe in the Brazils, 
whence the plant comes.’ 

Extracts from Pot –Pourri From a Surrey Garden. The Classic Diary of a Victorian Lady, Mrs 
C. W. Earle first published 1897, (Summersdale Publishers Ltd. 2004). 
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Caption Competition - Results 
Editor 

 

  

Other entries received as follows: 

 While the two WNTCV's given the parts of Bill and Ben proudly pose in their pots, Weed is 
keeping his identity under his hat  

 Was the Group taking the new Health & Safety Guidance too seriously?  

 As WNTCV members audition for a remake of Bill and Ben ; two have clearly superior props  

 ‘I can see Bill and Ben but why are there so many weeds?’  

 Photo taken from the Government Publication ‘What to do in case of a nuclear attack’   

 Shocking new image of the "heightest" practice of "potting on" shorter members is 
published openly in NT newsletter  

 
Next month’s Caption Competition Picture: 

 

WINNING CAPTION: 

“Greeting aliens in their 
national dress was not a 
problem; however, with a no 
show from the aliens, some 
questions were bound to be 
asked.” 
CHRIS BROWN 



 

 

 


